S2546

(Mr. LoTT) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2255, a bill to amend the Internet
Tax Freedom Act to extend the mora-
torium through calendar year 2006.
S. 2272
At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAIG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2272, a bill to improve the administra-
tive efficiency and effectiveness of the
Nation’s abuse and neglect courts and
for other purposes consistent with the
Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997.
S. 2280
At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL,
the name of the Senator from Utah
(Mr. BENNETT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2280, a bill to provide for the
effective punishment of online child
molesters.
S. 2311
At the request of Mr. JEFFORDS, the
names of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
BENNETT), and the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. LIEBERMAN) were added
as cosponsors of S. 2311, a bill to revise
and extend the Ryan White CARE Act
programs under title XXVI of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act, to improve ac-
cess to health care and the quality of
health care under such programs, and
to provide for the development of in-
creased capacity to provide health care
and related support services to individ-
uals and families with HIV disease, and
for other purposes.
S. 2314
At the request of Mr. SMITH of New
Hampshire, the name of the Senator
from Pennsylvania (Mr. SANTORUM)
was added as a cosponsor of S. 2314, a
bill for the relief of Elian Gonzalez and
other family members.
S. 2323
At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL,
the names of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN), and the Sen-
ator from Florida (Mr. MACK) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2323, a bill to
amend the Fair Labor Standards Act of
1938 to clarify the treatment of stock
options under the Act.
S. 2330
At the request of Mr. ROTH, the
names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO) and the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. JEFFORDS) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 2330, a bill to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal
the excise tax on telephone and other
communication services.
S. 2340
At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2340, a bill to direct the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology to establish a program to sup-
port research and training in methods
of detecting the use of performance-en-
hancing substances by athletes, and for
other purposes.
S. CON. RES. 81
At the request of Mr. ROTH, the name
of the Senator from Minnesota (Mr.
WELLSTONE) was added as a cosponsor
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of S. Con. Res. 81, a concurrent resolu-
tion expressing the sense of the Con-
gress that the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China should imme-
diately release Rabiya Kadeer, her sec-
retary, and her son, and permit them
to move to the United States if they so
desire.
S.J. RES. 3

At the request of Mr. KYL, the name
of the Senator from Colorado (Mr.
ALLARD) was added as a cosponsor of
S.J. Res. 3, a joint resolution proposing
an amendment to the Constitution of
the United States to protect the rights
of crime victims.

———————

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 103—HONORING THE MEM-
BERS OF THE ARMED FORCES
AND FEDERAL CIVILIAN EM-
PLOYEES WHO SERVED THE NA-
TION DURING THE VIETNAM ERA
AND THE FAMILIES OF THOSE
INDIVIDUALS WHO LOST THEIR
LIVES OR REMAIN UNAC-
COUNTED FOR OR WERE IN-
JURED DURING THAT ERA 1IN
SOUTHEAST ASIA OR ELSE-
WHERE IN THE WORLD DEFENSE
OF UNITED STATES NATIONAL
SECURITY INTERESTS

Mr. CLELAND submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary:

S. CoN. REs. 103

Whereas the United States Armed Forces
conducted military operations in Southeast
Asia during the period (known as the ‘“Viet-
nam era’’) from February 28, 1961, to May 7,
1975;

Whereas during the Vietnam era more than
3,403,000 American military personnel served
in the Republic of Vietnam and elsewhere in
Southeast Asia in support of United States
military operations in Vietnam, while mil-
lions more provided for the Nation’s defense
in other parts of the world;

Whereas during the Vietnam era untold
numbers of civilian personnel of the United
States Government also served in support of
United States operations in Southeast Asia
and elsewhere in the world;

Whereas May 7, 2000, marks the 25th anni-
versary of the closing of the period known as
the Vietnam era; and

Whereas that date would be an appropriate
occasion to recognize and express apprecia-
tion for the individuals who served the Na-
tion in Southeast Asia and elsewhere in the
world during the Vietnam era: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) honors the service and sacrifice of the
members of the Armed Forces and Federal
civilian employees who during the Vietnam
era served the Nation in the Republic of
Vietnam and elsewhere in Southeast Asia or
otherwise served in support of United States
operations in Vietnam and in support of
United States national security interests
throughout the world;

(2) recognizes and honors the sacrifice of
the families of those individuals referred to
in paragraph (1) who lost their lives or re-
main unaccounted for or were injured during
that era, in Southeast Asia or elsewhere in
the world, in defense of United States na-
tional security interests; and
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(3) encourages the American people,
through appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties, to recognize the service and sacrifice of
those individuals.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 285—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THERE SHOULD
BE PARITY AMONG THE COUN-
TRIES THAT ARE PARTIES TO
THE NORTH AMERICAN FREE
TRADE AGREEMENT WITH RE-
SPECT TO THE PERSONAL EX-
EMPTION ALLOWANCE FOR MER-
CHANDISE PURCHASED ABROAD
BY RETURNING RESIDENTS, AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. MOY-
NIHAN, Mr. GREGG, Mr. KYL, Mr. LEAHY,
and Mrs. HUTCHISON) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Finance:

S. RES. 285

Whereas the personal exemption allowance
is a vital component of trade and tourism;

Whereas many border communities and re-
tailers depend on customers from both sides
of the border;

Whereas an United States citizen traveling
to Canada or Mexico for less than 24 hours is
exempt from paying duties on the equivalent
of $200 worth of merchandise on return to the
United States, and for trips over 48 hours
United States citizens have an exemption of
up to $400 worth of merchandise;

Whereas a Canadian traveling in the
United States is allowed a duty-free personal
exemption allowance of only $50 worth of
merchandise for a 24-hour visit, the equiva-
lent of $200 worth of merchandise for a 48-
hour visit, and the equivalent of $750 worth
of merchandise for a visit of over 7 days;

Whereas Mexico has a 2-tiered personal ex-
emption allowance for its returning resi-
dents, set at the equivalent of $50 worth of
merchandise for residents returning by car
and the equivalent of $300 worth of merchan-
dise for residents returning by plane;

Whereas Canadian and Mexican retail busi-
nesses have an unfair competitive advantage
over many American businesses because of
the disparity between the personal exemp-
tion allowances among the 3 countries;

Whereas the State of Maine legislature
passed a resolution urging action on this
matter;

Whereas the disparity in personal exemp-
tion allowances creates a trade barrier by
making it difficult for Canadians and Mexi-
cans to shop in American-owned stores with-
out facing high additional costs;

Whereas the United States entered into the
North American Free Trade Agreement with
Canada and Mexico with the intent of phas-
ing out tariff barriers among the 3 countries;
and

Whereas it violates the spirit of the North
American Free Trade Agreement for Canada
and Mexico to maintain restrictive personal
exemption allowance policies that are not
reciprocal: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) the United States Trade Representative
and the Secretary of the Treasury, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Commerce,
should initiate discussions with officials of
the Governments of Canada and Mexico to
achieve parity with respect to the personal
exemption allowance structure; and

(2) in the event that parity with respect to
the personal exemption allowance of the 3
countries is not reached within 1 year after
the date of the adoption of this resolution,
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